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using is one of Rainbird's
E series which gives us
the capacity to conlrol
up to six difiercnt zones
wilh a choice oflhree
prcgrams. l\,lore of lhis
iater, the control ol flow

equipment that will carry
outlhe actualwateing.
ln this series we have
concentraled on walering
lawns with pop ups. ln
futurc issues we will move
onlo borders and hanging

rcquire different watering
regimes but for now we
shall conf ine oulsslv€s to

looked at th€ way you
set up Fainbird s 5000
se es pop-ups to meet
the radius and rotalional

We also touched on the

difierent alcs, meanins
one pop-up could be
walering ata much higher
rate than another This is
where conlrol siarts. lt is
€ss€nlial ior aU areas to
receive a similar volume
of water. Golt courses and
rop randscape prcjects
oflen call for a wal€ring
rate of 24-28Lpm'� per

week (litrcs per square
mehe th's is also given
as 24'28mm which is
lho same). For projecis

same demand as your
average golf green, such
as general landscaping

tigure is 1oLpm'�. This
is the sod oliigure your
inigation supplier will
work io when calculating
the rcquiremenls ior a

pop-up needs to be set
to achieve this rate. We
coversd setting last issue

so lwon1 delve into that
again, bul one point I
didn l cover was what
to do in those situalions
where it isn'l possible lo
reasonably match the area
each pop-up is covering.
In Fainbird's case, lhere

available to, lor example
distibule only halt the
volume lor a given radius
as the pop-up is only
going to opetale for half
the angular movernenl.
Check ihis out wilh
your supplier ii you are
concemed, but basically
it allows you to have lhe
odd pop-up coveing a
very difiercnt pattern lo

The pop-up manufaclurcr
. willsupply a iable which

willindicaie the volume ot
water that will be delivered

pressure and lhe nozzle
useo. In ouf case, we
have 5 pop'ups, we arc
using number 2 nozzles
and we have it split inlo
two zones (2 pop-ups on
one zone and 3 on lhe
oiher). Ths rsason we
haven t placed all s on
the same zone is that we
havon't lh€ llow lo fsed
alllive at the same iime
€ftsctiv€ly. This is one ol
the benefils of a conholler
that offets multi-zonos-
you can split lhe watering

ldon't wanl this article
lo gst carri€d away in
calculations because it
isn t an exact science.
Our pop-ups ars all ssl
lo waler at 11m radius
and with arcs between
90'  and 120". lam not
suggesting I look at
special nozzles because
of the diflerence in arcs.
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lainbirdi It rontroller
Thls ser es oi contfollers
s a med al  t l re  res ide. ta l
andscape markel and ofiers
leatures thatwou d have
prevously on y be lound n
top end systems On our
model. the EC6 You not
onLy have 6 ndepe.dent
zones yo!  can contro lb l t
yo! have tfrree d fterent
reg me funcl ons This means
you can have lawns beng
watered with a ol ofwater
once a week and st hav-p
your baskets be ng walerec
wi th very smal jamo!nls  every
hourlor examp e. TlreiacL tY
to program makes lor a very

llhat k a Program?
Accord ng to Fainb rd s

proqrammrng s the Process
ol te l l ing lhe contro er  exacrY
wnen ano naw ong yorl
want to water Tire contro er
opens and coses the remote
contro vaves (wh ch we
cov-"red n a prelio!s arl cle
accordrng to lhe Pfogram Yo!
set Ra nb rd s Ec has three
separate programsrA.  B a.d
C Each program contros
irom one Io six zones and
ets you clstomize your
walerlng schedLrles to meet
the needs of d tierent types ol
p lanls  so cond uons.  s loPes.
sirady of sLr.ny areas etc

The terminology you need
io undersland to program a
contro l ler  inc ludesi

Watering day cycle
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The per  od o ldays r , , rh ic t r lhe
c0rr l ro lerepeats lhe proEam y0u set

Th0 speclc days th in the lDlerng i lay
cyde slren wakrn! lakes P ace

Ths s the tnrc.0r  t imes.  t l r0 l l rs t lone n
a pr0qrm be! ns oalering. Al 0ltrerz0nes
n the pro l ram then lo ow i  seqtenco

Tre nrmbe 0fr  nulcs t [a teach nn]e ru rs
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Protranni||? tle (oitroller ir iol l$al.onrli(.led rDd ot(.
d0ne fu r v lo r.rv or lo oy.rridr nuullq u requited, lo,
,rcyided lhe..I.dlv ir l[.r.. qou ouldn'l p uroq!

nature havo already done
the job, the cont.oller will
not op€rate lhe sprinkler
Rainbird s rain sensor
can be adjusted to hold
an!,ihing from 5mm to
20mrn. This allows the unit
to be adjusted for areas
or low intrcqu€nt rains to
arcas where hea',,y €ins
are rnore commonplace.
On the lower setlings,
a very light rainfallwill
operate the sensor and
stop lhe contrcllerlrom
waleing. There is also a
vent ing which can be
adjusted to vary the length
oftime, afler rain that the
sensor will operate. Al
lhe time oi wrjling lhadn't
had this working so lwill
see how eJfeclive il is and

shallrecap on what has
happened so fff bsforc
moving onto watering
hanging baskels and
troughs. In the meantime,
anyone with questions

ch.is@tecpublications.com

be OK, as the coverage
lrom adjacenl sp nkle€
will even out the variations

l\/y supply is provided by
its own pump, a Dab 81M.
According to Fainbird's
chart, my spinklels, in
one hour will disiibute
approximately 4501 each
at3 b on the zone with
3 pop-ups and 4901 each
at3.5 bar on the 2 pop-up
zone. lknow the s ize of
the lawn is approximately

achieve a waiering rate of
1oLpm'�each week. The
requlr€ment from the fve
spinklerc will be 25001
pef week or 500Lircm
each sprinkler ll isn t hard
to see lhe spinklels need
to run in the 3 pop up
zone for a little over an
hour each week and lhe
2 pop-up zone lor iust the
hour This is as accurate
as ii need to be. You can
get the calculator out and
work oul lhat it is ons hour
and 6.667 minutes lor
the 3 pop'up zone, but it
really isn'r that crir cal.

Now we know how long
we have to water for, w€
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have 10 decide what our
res ime wi l lbe. l f  you are
jusi wanting ro keep a
healthy, good quality lawn,
ihen a weekly wateing
for the hour rcquired is
probably best as a good
soaking means rools will
bs driven down ro get the
waler On the other hand,
iflhe grcund is very free
dlaining, ihen it may be
better lo split the hour
inro two half hour slinls
orlhree 20 min stinls.
Pefiapstherc is a lol of
clay and a iullhour would
cause waler logging.
lv,laybe it would be better

the week. The beauty of
proglammable contrcllers
is lhai the rcgime can
easily and quickly be
changed and finetuned.
The soilat this location is
lree dmining so I going to
set the conlroller to water
lor half and hour twice a

We lend to gel our la r

country and it is pointless
walering wal grass. To
solve this lam installing
a rain sensoi so should

I rdn ruor uillerure
llut r!.leiii{ lilv tdr.t
d.c !,[ei it i n(uired.
lri ird'l ralor L diu{$le
to.ll.u, t r dilteirit din.ti(
(oidilioi,.


